ABANDONED PAPER MILL PROPERTY: WHAT NEXT?

O

located just north of the town.
This would establish a direct
link between the park and the
borough.
ADMA has adopted a vision
for the area in the event an
arrangement can be made:
• to clean up the property,
making it safe for visitors;
• to use existing structures
and materials to create
landscapes, picnic
areas, and walking
paths;
• to honor the
labors and the spirit
of the men and
women
who
founded the town of
Austin and display
interesting historic
facts;
• to create a place
where community
organizations can
hold festivals, art and
craft shows, heritage
events and other
activities.
This expansion
would allow visitors
to access the park
from northern or
southern gateways. It
would also create a
peaceful six-mile
loop for biking,
skiing, running,
hiking, nature walks,
bird watching and
other recreation,
with interesting stops
along the way.
Another
benefit
The ruins of the former Bayless Pulp and Paper Company and the
would be direct
approximately 15 acres surrounding it are owned by Austin Borough.
access
to
the
ADMA recently asked borough council members to considering doproperty from Pa. Rt.
nating the property to the association. Council members tabled the
872.
matter and will continue the discussion after new board members are
ADMA envisions
sworn in next month.
walking tours of an
peration of the Austin
Dam Memorial Park
is
a
major
undertaking that has been a
success, due to the dedication
of many community-minded
volunteers and financial
supporters.
Austin Dam Memorial Assn.
(ADMA) leaders recently met
with a Pa. Bureau of State Parks

recreation consultant. Among
the strategies that emerged was
the possible hiring of a
consultant to create a master
site plan.
ADMA has also been holding
discussions with Austin
Borough over possible
expansion of the park to the
borough-owned Bayless Pulp
and Paper Company mill ruins,

area that was important to the
Austin area’s development and
vitality.
There are some exciting
possibilities to ponder in future
years: bronze statues of
workers or other interpretive
exhibits honoring the people
who supported their families,
working long hours at the mill;
benches welded from tools and
equipment of the era; markers
detailing the valley’s history;
tasteful landscaping to
complement a forested walking
trail; preserving what paper
mill ruins are worth saving,
while “recycling” demolition
debris for trail surfacing and
other practical uses.
The year 2011 marks the
centennial of the Sept. 30
flood. By pursuing a plan today,
we can help make an expanded
park a reality by that
significant anniversary date.
Please contact the ADMA
with your thoughts or
suggestions
at
austindam@yahoo.com or
814-647-3318.

WINTER FESTIVAL
BEING PLANNED
A special event is coming
up on Saturday, Feb. 2, from
noon to 4 p.m.
Austin Dam Memorial
Assn. and the E. O. Austin
Historical Society are teaming up for a Winter Festival.
Activities will include horse
and sleigh rides, crosscountry skiing, skating,
sledding, a snowman-building contest, bonfire and refreshments.

PAGE TWO

WHAT’S

HAPPENING!
Tracie Gordnier,
Board President, ADMA

W e ’ r e
finally back
with another
newsletter. It
seems those
of us with
the ADMA
get so caught
up taking
care
of
business that
we neglect to tell people about
it.
Worse yet, we don’t always
show our appreciation to the

Austin Dam Memorial Association
countless volunteers and
supporters who have helped us
in our mission to protect and
develop the park while
preserving local history.
Support for ADMA is
growing. We appreciate our
great working relationship
with the E.O. Austin Historical
Society, Potter County Fine Arts
Council and countless other
organizations.
We also appreciate the many
individuals
who
have
supported the cause as
volunteers and as members.
Membership fees, at $5 a
year, are our biggest source of
revenue. All of the money
collected is used to benefit
Austin Dam Memorial Park.
Our 2008 membership drive
is underway. Please show your
support for our efforts at the

park by becoming a member.
We would appreciate your
support. Becoming a member
does not mean becoming a
volunteer. Just a modest $5
donation is deeply appreciated.
One of the best ways to keep
tabs on the association is to
check out our website:
austindam.net. Here you can
read, download or print any of
our newsletters, past and
present.
Also on the website, you’ll
learn about the geocache trail at
the park, school involvement at
the
park
and
many
improvements. We try to clip
current and previous news
articles on the site and include
historical information and links.
From the site, you can make
a reservation for the pavilion,
check out picnic sites at the
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park and look over pictures
from The Dam Show. Rhonda
Crosby McInaw is helping with
website maintenance. The
website space on the Internet
is donated by Sunny Hill
Enterprises.
There are the daily items, and
then there are the really big
issues that remind us our work
will never truly be done:
possible land acquisition; road
and park maintenance; what,
if anything, to do about the
steady crumbling of the dam
itself; long-range planning
and, of course, money.
Those of us on the leadership
team have never been more
optimistic about the park’s
future or more committed to
making good things happen.
We welcome your suggestions
and your support.

DAM SHOW HAS ARRIVED; FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT
For three days in July, the the fifth annual Dam Show.
Council and ADMA, the music
Austin Dam Memorial Park
A cooperative venture of the festival is a real keeper. It
was in the spotlight as host of Potter County Fine Arts blends professional musicians
with local talent in a way that
ties the two together, with the
impressive Austin Dam ruins –
in all their historic glory –
providing
a
natural
amphitheater and a canvas for
John “Huggy” Rotello headed gathering place by bringing the Groovin’ Lumens light
a critical effort to develop the electricity to the pavilion area.
park into a more popular public
Huggy and Terry Crosby
attraction and community donated their time to install the
conduit and set up the
electrical
panel
to
USTIN TUDENTS
accommodate power. Terry
ITCH N T ARK donated a panel box. Stewart
Gordnier pitched in by digging
Austin Area School is very a trench for the line.
supportive of the ADMA.
Costs to ADMA included
In the fall, Angela Brewer’s just over $300 for conduit
horticulture class spent a day at and electrical material and
the park creating perennial gar- $3,000 to Allegheny Power to
dens around the sign at Dam set a new pole and run
Road/Jones Run and at other electrical ser vice from a
sites.
transformer located south of
Also, students in grades four the pavilion area.
The 2008 version of the
This work was partially
through seven planted erosion
Dam Show will return in
control vegetation on the bank funded by the monthly raffle
July. Here (clockwise,
along the road. They were based on the Pennsylvania
from top) Gordon Stone,
guided by teachers Art Metzger, Lottery, headed up by John and
Karina Valenti , who paid
Bill Harrier, Dale Miller, and Peg Rotello.
tribute to her late grandWith
the
electricity
in
place,
Mr. Harris.
mother Dixie Ripple with
the
pavilion
is
sure
to
see
its
ADMA is looking into other
a poem and Zach Dow of
share
of
family
reunions,
educational projects to link the
The Slant, perform during
birthday
parties,
church
school with the park, with the
the 2007 show.
gatherings,
Scout
meetings,
full support of the school adweddings/receptions
and
other
ministration.
events.

MAJOR UPGRADE: PARK
NOW HAS ELECTRICITY!
A
P

S
I A P

show.
No one doubts the potential of
the Dam Show to become one of
the region’s biggest music
festivals. It’s also an opportunity
to showcase the park and shine
the spotlight on a wonderful
community. We welcome
suggestions on how to build on
our successes thus far.
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MORE IMPROVEMENTS MADE
BY CONSERVATION CORPS
The Pa. Conservation Corps
once again assigned a crew to
perform improvements to
Austin Dam Memorial Park in
2007. The amount of work
that was accomplished in such
a short period of time was
impressive.
Corps members built
permanent picnic areas with
mulch pads beneath the picnic
tables.
They cut and maintained
trails and installed a partition
at the pavilion to establish a
separate kitchen and a garage/
work area.
Additionally, the young
workers built a three-sided
kiosk near the foot of the dam

ruins; installed a pad for the
portable toilets; cut out the
area by the cofferdam to reveal
the hand-laid stone work and
blazed a new trail from the
dam ruins along Freeman Run.
Corps members even cleaned
up around the Nuschke house
in Austin.
PCC provides young people
with training and work
experience related to the
conservation of natural
resources or the improvement
of public facilities.
Their work will help us in
our goal of having the park in
tip-top shape in time for the
100-year anniversary of the
flood of 1911.

Primitive Camping Now
Available At Dam Park
Primitive camping is now available at Austin Dam
Memorial Park!
A small campground was established over the summer
just off the park’s entrance road at the Rt. 872
intersection.
Thanks to donation of equipment, materials and time,
an access road that would have cost about $5,000 to
build was installed at a total cost to the ADMA of just
$975.
Our volunteer work crew included Stewart Gordnier,
Joe Dynda, Eric Boucher, Clint Rees and Jason Fourness.
The stone was donated by Stewart Gordnier.
Gary Fessenden donated the use of a dump truck. Ken
Ayers donated partial use of his dump truck, while
Jason Fourness brought along his excavator to help.

ARTISTS DONATES PAINTING
TO MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
A Potter County artist with
an appreciation of history has
donated one of his works to
the Austin Dam Memorial
Assn.
The colorful painting of the
ruins of the Bayless Dam is
on display in the ADMA room
at the E. O. Austin Home
Historical Museum in downtown Austin.
John Moser of Galeton
worked on the painting
during 2006, after he visited
the Austin Dam Memorial
Park and was struck by the
presence of a massive relic
with historic significance in
such a tranquil setting.
Moser also found artistic
beauty in the reflection of the
dam’s columns on the surface
of a pool in Freeman Run,

south of the ruins.
“My goal was to bring the
setting to life with the
effective use of colors,”
Moser explained.
He specializes in subjects
with historic significance
and has painted several sites
in Tioga County, including
the Pennsylvania Grand
Canyon and the “Winken,
Blinken and Nod” sculpture
in Wellsboro.
Prints of Moser’s works,
including the Bayless Dam
painting, are on sale at the
Painted Cupboard in
Wellsboro.
Above, Moser stands next
to the painting at its new
location inside the ADMA
room at the E.O. Austin
Home Historical Museum.

WE TIP OUR HAT TO THESE ADMA SUPPORTERS!
ADMA owes a debt of
gratitude to the following:
• All those who donated soup
for our “Soup and History”
fund-raisers.
• Stan Swank from Jubilee
Foods, for food donations to
support our fund-raisers.
• Denny Cooney for time
spent with Dick Logue welding
the tractor.
•PCC Food Committee
(Terry Crosby, Bill Ripple, Jim
Elwell, Rhonda McInaw).

• Dam Show Food Committee,
led by Kim Stuckey.
•Potter County Fine Arts
Council for organization of
the Dam Show.
• Austin Volunteer Fire Dept.
for use of the firehall and
other support.
• Kyle Bear, teenager son of
Andy and Judy Bear, who
welded grills and donation
boxes for the park.
• The roving Dart League
from the Cock Eyed Cricket for

its donation.
•Dick Logue for lawn
mowing, brush cutting, trail
maintenance, and equipment
maintenance.
•Kim Cooney for tending to
the perennials in the stone
planter at the entrance of the
park and planters by the
pavilion.
• Terry Crosby and George
Barr for installing six duck
boxes throughout the park.
• John Moser for donating a

painting.
•State
R e p .
Martin
Causer
for his
assistance
in helping us
obtain a $1,631 grant to help
pay for professional musicians
to appear at the 2008 Dam
Show.
• George Emery for
purchasing the Nuschke House.
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Newsletter via email
We hope you enjoy our revitalized newsletter. It reflects
the new energy that has been injected into the effort to
preserve and protect the region’s history.
In an effort to bring you each edition of the Austin Dam
News more quickly, and at less expense, we’re offering all
members the opportunity to receive the newsletter by
email.
This will be the exact same version as our print edition,
in full color, and you’ll receive it on the same day it’s
issued. You can also print out a copy for yourself or
multiple copies to share with friends and family.
By opting for electronic delivery, you’ll save our association a considerable sum of printing/mailing cost that can
then be invested in developing, maintaining and protecting the Austin Dam ruins and the Austin Dam Memorial
Park. The electronic version is produced as a “PDF,” and
can be downloaded on any computer that’s equipped with
an Adobe Acrobat reader. That software, available free of
charge, can be downloaded onto your computer through
the Internet.
Please fill out the form at right so that we can continue
bringing you the latest Austin Dam News:

My Newsletter
_____ Yes! I would like to receive the Austin Dam News
on the day it’s issued via email. My email address is
________________________________.
_____ Thanks anyhow, but I would prefer to have my
newsletter mailed to this address:
Name ____________________________
Street/RR __________________________
Community________________________
State ___________ Zip _____________
Phone number _______________________
Completed forms can be sent by email to
austindam@yahoo.com, or sent through the mail to:
The Austin Dam Memorial Assn.
PO Box 495, Austin, PA 16720

Become a member!
The Austin Dam Memorial Association continues to drive toward its goal of creating a full-service park at the site of the
Austin Dam ruins. We are making great progress, but we simply cannot do it without you— our members!
We are beginning our yearly membership drive. Please take
the time to submit your dues in order to avoid being removed
from our mailing list. All members receive the newsletter,
whether by traditional mail or email (see above).
Please complete the short form below and mail it with your
check to ADMA, P.O. Box 495, Austin PA 16720. If you have
any questions or would like to volunteer to help us, just call
814-647-3318.

Membership Renewal Form
Name:______________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________
City:_______________________________________ State: __________
Zip Code:_______________
Phone:_____________________
Email (if available):_________________________
_____I would like to receive regular email updates on projects and
notice of meetings dates and times.
Designed and Printed by Copy Katz 814.486.3200

Nuschke House Sold
ADMA found a buyer for the
Nuschke House in Austin. George
Ebert and Katherine Johnson of
Toronto, Canada, plan to make
repairs and restorations at the
two-story structure and use it as
a seasonal residence.

The $12,000 in revenue
comes at a good time for the
ADMA. Special thanks to the
Nuschke family for donating the
property to ADMA and to the
Glassmire & Shaffer law firm for
assistance in the transaction.

