
B i g

th ings

are in

s t o r e

for the

continued devel-

opment of the Austin

Dam Memorial Park in

2007.

The all-volunteer

force of the Austin Dam

Memorial Assn. (ADMA) is

determined to make the park

a more attractive destination

for everyone from history buffs

and curiosity-seekers to pic-

nickers and outdoor enthusi-

asts.

Over the years, ADMA has

tackled the major challenges of

land acquisition, brush-clear-

ing, road-building and con-

struction of  a pavilion and pic-

nic facilities. It has been accom-

plished almost entirely through

private donations and fund-

raisers. Now, the challenge is to

improve visitors’ experiences

when they arrive at the park.

You’ll see plenty of  activity

this year:

�  Pennsylvania Conservation

Corps (PCC) workers will return

to the park to pick up where

they left off  last summer. Last

year’s PCC work was an out-

standing success. The only prob-

lem was that we ran out of time.

�  The ADMA is working with

the Route 6 Heritage Program

and Pa. Department of  Conser-

vation and Natural Resources to

develop a plan for the park.

�  Plans are in the works for

the return of  the popular music

festival, the Dam Show, in coop-

eration with the Potter County

Fine Arts Council.

�  Electricity and water service

will come to the park! !John

Rotello is heading the commit-

tee that works with Allegheny

Power to extend the electric line

�! Camping anyone? At the

ADMA entrance, north of  the

dam ruins along Rt. 872, we’ll

be stabilizing a road that leads

to a small camping area for any-

one who wants to pitch a tent

along Freeman Run or pull in

with an RV or camper.

Many plans

are in the

works to continue

developing the Austin

Dam Memorial Park into a

popular gathering place

and a significant tourist at-

traction.

is set for July 20-22. One of the

region’s most eclectic and

growing music festivals, the

Dam Show is a weekend of

music, art, colorful lights

and summer fun.

And it has something that

none of the other festivals

have – the natural amphi-

theater and the historical

backdrop provided by the

ruins of  the Austin Dam.

Those concrete columns

will be the "screen" for the

wide, colorful light show,

thanks to lighting specialists

Groovin’ Lumens.

Tentative plans call for

"block scheduling." For ex-

ample, one block may be

rock, ska and other types of

music appealing to the

younger set. Other blocks

could be reserved for blue-

grass and country, jazz and

blues, polka and old-time

The weather was damp and

chilly, but the music was out-

standing as The Dam Show

returned to the Austin

Dam Memorial

Park.

This year’s

fifth an-

n u a l

show

music.

A s

t h e

show

d r a w s

closer, de-

tails will be

posted on the

website at

www.damshow.com

FESTIVAL’S RETURN TO RUINS BIG SUCCESS

Diversity has been one of the hall-

marks of the Dam Show, which will ob-

serve its fifth anniversary July 20-22 at

the Austin Dam Memorial Park. Last year,

among the crowd favorites were the rol-

licking Kathryn Koch (left) of Nashville,

Tenn.-based Redheaded Stepchild, and

the charming Rev. Kenneth Dietze, whose

vocals are complemented by peppy

instrumentals by Brother Dietze and the

Dixie Boys. ADMA teams with the Potter

County Fine Arts Council to sponsor the

annual Dam Show.
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while beginning development of

the park.

So much of what we want to

accomplish at the park requires

not only a good-sized corps of

volunteers, but also an adequate

treasury. We can find a place for

every penny we raise. We wel-

come your ideas on ways to ac-

quire the resources we need to

continue our growth.

While each penny has its

place, each volunteer also has a

place. We can find a volunteer

position suited for just about ev-

erybody. Whether your interest

is history, nature, people, out-

door recreation, promotion, or

if  you simply want to get to-

gether with a great group of

people doing great work, we

have a place for you.

Whether your involvement is

a donation of time, talents, ideas

or money, we guarantee we can

apply your involvement in a

manner that is comfortable and

satisfying for you while benefit-

ing the park. Donations can be

put toward your particular area

of interest, such as informative

historic displays, natural wild-

life preservation, preservation

of  the dam ruins themselves,

stream enhancements, trail im-

provement, and park mainte-

nance and improvements.

No donation is too little and

we would love to be challenged

by a donation that is too great.

For a $50 gift, we will place your

specified engraving on our me-

If not for the generosity and

vigilance of  our supporters and

countless volunteers, there

wouldn’t be an Austin Dam Me-

morial Park. For that matter,

there might not be an Austin

Dam!

Several years ago, the U. S.

Army Corps of  Engineers ap-

proached county officials with

an offer to implode the dam ru-

ins and the paper mill buildings

along Freeman Run as a dem-

onstration and training project.

I guess they figured they’d be

doing us a favor by “gettin’ rid

of those eyesores.”

Without people around to

protect and defend the tall, con-

crete columns that are a con-

stant reminder of  our history,

they may well have been pulver-

ized and exist only in photos and

individual memories.

It’s a good thing that our lead-

ers at that time had the foresight

and commitment to stop the

plan dead in its tracks.

Later, the Austin Dam Memo-

rial Assn. came into being and

was able to secure the property

surrounding the dam ruins
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Tracie L. Gordnier,
Board President, ADMA

morial plaque, located at the pa-

vilion at the base of the dam ru-

ins. For other significant dona-

tions, we could dedicate to an

individual, group or business

projects such as a walking

bridge, a small pavilion, a wild-

life garden, a bench, or a picnic

table.

Our major physical improve-

ment for 2007 is the installation

of electricity and running wa-

ter at the pavilion area. While

this is a costly investment, we

believe it will open the park to a

variety of events and activities.

We believe the park would be an

ideal setting for nature, wildlife,

heritage, music, arts, outdoor fit-

ness programs, community

events, family reunions or pic-

nics.

At the very minimum, please

become a member of the Austin

Dam Memorial Association. An-

nual dues are just $5.00. As a

member, you will receive our

newsletter either online or

through the mail. We have a

fun, progressive group commit-

ted to our community, our en-

vironment, and education,

while respecting our heritage.

We welcome your ideas and

input through your meeting at-

tendance, phone calls at 814-

647-3318 or email

(austindam@yahoo.com).

Throughout this newsletter

you will read about our various

fund-raising events. Please try to

participate or call me at 647-

3318 if  you would like to help.

Kent Yoder has recently created this photo design featuring Dixie

Ripple's popular poem. The ADMA is looking into developing prints,

possibly limited-edition framed copies, to sell as a fund-raiser. Many

thanks to Kent for his fine work.

A community birthday

calendar is being spon-

sored by the ADMA for

the period between May

2007 through April

2008.

The calendar will lists

birthdays, anniversaries,

memorial dates for lost

loved ones, recognition of

those in military service

and meeting dates for

various organizations. In

addition, it will carry a

keepsake photo.

Businesses and organi-

zations can purchase ad-

vertising space that ap-

pears all 12 months. Cost

of each calendar is $7.00,

which entitles the buyer to

six free listings. Additional

listings are just 25 cents

each.

Orders are requested by

Feb. 28.

For additional informa-

tion, please contact

Rhonda at (814) 647-

8449. ADMA apologizes

for the calendars being

late this year.

The Bayless Pulp & Paper Company dam, built to harness Freeman

Run north of Austin, was a source of pride and a symbol of progress

when it was built. Still, some people questioned its integrity. Tragi-

cally, their fears were founded as the dam gave way on Sept. 30, 1911.

Community

birthday

calendars
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Austin’s own “first family,” town founder E. O. Austin and his wife,

Julia, are recalled at a museum and historical society headquarters

located on the town  square -- the same lot where the Austins lived.

Visitors to the Austin Dam are encouraged to visit the E. O. Austin

Home, where they can view photographs and exhibits, conduct re-

search and pose questions about the region’s unique heritage.

CONSERVATION CORPS

COMING BACK TO DAM

NEWS & NOTES YOU NEED TO KNOW

The Pennsylvania Conserva-

tion Corps provides young

people with training and work

experience related to the conser-

vation of natural resources or

the improvement of  public fa-

cilities. Our Austin Dam Memo-

rial Park fits those criteria in

many ways.

We’re thrilled to report that

the PCC crew members will re-

turn in 2007 to continue their

fine work at the park. In fact, for

the second consecutive year, the

park has been adopted as the

PCC’s “signature project” for the

entire state!

This will help us in our goal

of  having the park in tip-top

shape in time for the 100-year

anniversary of the flood of 1911.

PCC members will spend three

days, April 24-26, addressing a

long task list: cutting unsafe

trees; removing vegetation to

improve view from Pa. Rt. 872;

building donation boxes; creat-

ing permanent picnic table loca-

tions and additional camping

areas; developing an area for

portable rest rooms; clearing de-

bris from Freeman Run; remov-

ing underground cable from

eroding stream banks, trail work

and other tasks to be decided.

ADMA will provide food and

lodging and the Corps members

will take it from there.

June fund-raiser set
Here’s a chance to support the

ADMA and take a chance on

winning some money yourself.

Peg and John Rotello did a won-

derful job of organizing this Pa.

Lottery-based fund-raiser last

year and will operate it again in

June. For details, contact Peg

Rotello at (814) 647-8441.

Soup and history
Come on down to the Austin

Firehall on Sunday, March 4, for

the ADMA’s Homemade Soup/

Bread and Bake Sale. Serving will

start at noon.

The area’s top soup chefs will

stir up homemade soup, stew,

and chili along with freshly

baked bread and desserts. A pro-

gram will be held with a historic

theme and a summary of ADMA

activities. For information or to

help out, please contact Andrea

at (814) 647-8524.

Nuschke House for sale
Last year, Joe Nuschke and

family agreed to donate to ADMA

their turn-of-the-century house

in Austin Borough, agreeing that

the ADMA could sell it or restore

it.

After an appraisal, we deter-

mined that the best course of

action was to put the home up

for sale. It’s located on a 100' by

75' lot on the corner of Costello

Avenue (Rt. 872) and Church

Avenue, across from the baseball

field.

The house is a “fixer-upper,”

with three stories plus a base-

ment. It has five bedrooms, bath,

kitchen, pantry, sun porch, liv-

ing room, family room and a

wrap-around front and side

porch. Borough water and sewer

hookups are on the property

along with a natural gas hookup.

ADMA is asking $12,000.

Please contact Tracie at 814-

647-3318 or email

austindam@yahoo.com.

Pavilion available
Reservations are now being

taken for use of the Austin Dam

Memorial Park pavilion for fam-

ily reunions, church groups or

other gatherings. For details, call

(814) 647-3318

Essay contest
ADMA members are getting

behind the annual Nuschke Es-

say Contest at Austin Area

School. We’ve met with teachers,

administration and students to

increase awareness and partici-

pation and solicit help. Juniors

and seniors will write essays

(1,000 words minimum) on

“Early History of Potter County

and Its People.” Prizes will be

paid through the proceeds of

sales from the Marie Nuschke

book, The Dam That Could Not

Break.

Adopt-a-Highway
Jeff  and Alli Valenti are head-

ing the ADMA’s involvement

with roadside debris pick-up, as

part of  the Adopt-a-Highway

program.

Election of officers
Austin Dam Memorial Assn.

held its annual election of offic-

ers. Tracie Gordnier was re-

turned as president, Susanne

Boucher vice president, and An-

drea Ebbert secretary. Rhonda

McInaw was elected treasurer.

ADMA expressed its apprecia-

tion to outgoing treasurer

Michelle Valenti for her hard

work in 2006. David Brooks and

Susanne Boucher were re-

elected to three-year terms on

the board of directors. Michelle

Valenti and Bucky Blanier are

also on the board.

Austin’s own museum!
Visitors to the Austin Dam

may also want to stop and tour

the E.O. Austin Home and His-

torical Museum, honoring the

town’s founder. That project be-

gan in 2001 when a group of

citizens formed a local Histori-

cal Society. The organization has

built a house that matches the ex-

terior of E. O. Austin’s home. It’s

located on the same lot as

Austin’s actual house. Inside is a

treasure trove of valued memo-

rabilia.

BOOKS FOR SALE!
The Dam That Could Not

Break — $8 each
- $1.50 s/h

Historic Freeman Run
books

— $8 each —
$1.50 s/h each

White Men Come to
Freeman Run

Community Growth in
Freeman Run

Industry Comes to
Freeman Run
Little Marie of
Freeman Run

Set of all four books - $30
plus $5 s/h per set

These books are also
available at the EO Austin

House/Museum.
For information, contact:

Tracie 814-647-3318
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Become A Member!Become A Member!

Become A Member!Become A Member!

Become A Member!

We hope you enjoy our revitalized newsletter. It reflects

the new energy that has been injected into the effort to

preserve and protect the region’s history.

Become a member and receive the newsletter with no

hassles, either by mail or email! Fill out the coupon below

and become a member today.

In an effort to bring you each edition of the Austin Dam

News more quickly, and at less expense, we’re offering all

members the opportunity to receive the newsletter by email.

This will be the exact same version as our print edition,

in full color, and you’ll receive it on the same day it’s is-

sued. You can also print a copy.

By opting for electronic delivery, you’ll save our associa-

tion a considerable sum of printing/mailing cost that can

then be invested in developing, maintaining and protect-

ing the Austin Dam ruins and the Austin Dam Memorial

Park. The electronic version is produced as a “PDF,” and

can be downloaded on any computer that’s equipped with

an Adobe Acrobat reader. That software, available free of

charge, can be downloaded onto your computer through

the Internet.

Please fill out the form below so that we can continue

bringing you the latest Austin Dam News.

Memberships/Newsletter Subscriptions
____Yes, I’d like to be a member of the ADMA for just

$5.00 a year! (Please make check payable to ADMA)

_____ Yes! I would like to receive the Austin Dam News on

the day it’s issued via email. My email address is

 ________________________________.

_____ Thanks anyhow, but I would prefer to have my

newsletter mailed to this address:

Name _________________________________________

Street/RR ______________________________________

Community_____________________________________

State _____  Zip ________  Phone  _________________

Completed forms can be sent by email to

austindam@yahoo.com, or sent through the mail to:

The Austin Dam Memorial Assn.

PO Box 495, Austin PA 16720
Thank you for your support!

Our Hats Off To You!

A Special Thank You to ...

* to Andy Cooney and Donny Ayers, both

from Austin, for their volunteer stonework in

front of the Entrance Kiosk... They extended

the existing stone planter that was originally

constructed by Donny and Nickol Nicka a few

years back

* Kim Cooney who designed, planted and

maintained the perennials in the planters

* Otto Deutschlander with the Hobo Grill

who donated time and grill for the food at the

Dam Show last year

* Kim Stuckey, Pastor John Baney and

Debbie Baney and the many other volunteers

who also helped with food preparation

*!Jeff and Alli Valenti for heading up the

ADMA Adopt-A-Highway Committee

* Paul Heimel and Bob Hooftallen for the

writing, design & publication of this newsletter

Newsletter Designed and Printed by Copy Katz 814.486.3200
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